Doris Beaver’s

SEEING THE ROUND CORNERS . . . 
January 2, 2012 
POLITICALLY CORRECT 
   Politically correct, also known as political correctness, has been around for a while. The first documented use of the term was an early U.S. Supreme Court case, Chisholm v. Georgia (1793). The Court addressed the inaccurate use of sentiments and expressions to substitute inanimate objects for animate ones – a toast being offered as “The U.S.” instead of “The People of the United States.” The Court noted that States, rather than the People for whose sakes the States exist, get the attention which is not “politically correct.” As the reader can only imagine, it has taken on new meaning in present-day America. 
   American Heritage Dictionary defines “politically correct as “of, relating to, or supporting broad social, political and educational change, especially to redress historical injustices of matters such as race, class, gender and sexual orientation;” second, “Being or perceived as being over concerned with such change, often to the exclusion of other matters.” 

   As definitions are prone to suffer, how the term is used, in effect, determines the real meaning – a prime example of circular reasoning if ever it existed. 

   Individual agendas were probably the real impetus in the 1980’s for the near explosion of politically correct. Those seeking a cause found it, aggressively pursuing with a vengeance ideas, expressions and behavior that were legal in all respects at the time, but soon became forbidden by law, and in effect, the subject of persecution by a sympathizing public, if not prosecution by state and federal government. 

   The word police demanded such insane changes as no longer referring to “short” people as short, but as “vertically challenged,” missing the solution that no adjective is needed. “Vertically challenged” still placed a negative connotation on the person. The press and media to this day insist on giving the age of a person being reported on, which in this writer’s opinion is the height of prejudice. 
   The rational behind the politically correct movement was to not offend, a clear and admirable goal, and one no one could argue with. But, as with any movement, radical personalities lay in wait for a cause that served their purpose, and that’s what fueled the politically correct movement.  

   Today’s complaint by politicians and members of the public about the lack of civility in political discourse may be founded in the politically correct movement. How so? 

   The pride in community derives from its citizens and their manners, customs, beliefs and law, also known as “our traditions;” well maybe not the law part. For time immortal, citizens of America have celebrated Christmas, and from the day after Thanksgiving through December 25th, Merry Christmas has been expressed as a joyful part of the holidays. 

   Most readers will recall the all-out effort not many years back when the politically correct movement insisted the “Merry Christmas” greeting was offensive to the non-Christian segment of the population and to foreigners now living in America. To us traditionalists, “Happy Holidays” will never have the same warmth and feeling as “Merry Christmas.” 

   So how is the lack of civility founded in the politically correct movement? The list of immoral and unethical conduct by today’s politicians grows with each passing year.  Whether politicians like it or not, ordinary citizen voter believes an elected official is elected to honestly and ethically represent ordinary citizen taxpayer, after all, that is what our representative form of government is based on. Typically, ordinary elected official believes he/she is elected to further his/her own agenda and interests. If morals, ethics or illegal acts get in the way, too bad! 
   As disgusted with Washington politicians as the American voter is, perhaps the only group more disrespected is America’s clergy – Protestant and Catholic. The immoral and reprehensible conduct of those in a position of trust is apologized away by too many men of the cloth living by the code, “Do as I say, not as I do.” (Sorry, so far, the female clergy have not been exposed.) The principle of morality in the biblical sense seems to have gone the way of our traditions as the politically correct movement swept over America.   
   As we begin a new year, think about this. The politically correct movement is now on the wane across America as the importance of foundation traditions experience a welcome resurgence – plain speaking, freedom of choice and freedom of speech. These freedoms are a community’s and America’s safe-guards against those who would destroy our way of life.
   Next week, the wrap to this season’s Seeing the Round Corners will review some of the backlash and absurdities the politically correct movement exposed America to.  Eye on the Legislature returns for the Colorado 2012 legislative session – opening day is January 11th.   

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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